Kildare County Council



Celbridge Area Meeting

Record of Proceedings 1
Held at 10.15 a.m. on 14 November, 2008

At Áras Chill Dara, Naas

Members Present:  Councillor K. Ridge (Cathaoirleach), and K. Byrne.

Apologies: Councillor Conway.

Also Present:  Mr. J. Lahart (Director of Services), Mr. D. Page (Director of Services) Ms S. Kavanagh (S.E.O.) Ms E. Murray (A.E), Ms. P. Penny (A.S.O), Mr. Charlie Talbot (Meetings Administrator) Ms. S. Rice (Secretary).

CE02/11/08

Deputation – Hawthorn View Residents Association

A deputation was received from Mr. John Byrne and Mr. Sean Maloney, representatives from the Hawthorn View Residents Association; Mr. Maloney thanked the committee members and Kildare County Council for the opportunity to discuss the taking in charge process. Mr. Maloney read a report detailing the various stages and timeframes in which they have encountered in trying to progress this item. Mr. Maloney spoke in relation to the erection of a fence between Castletown estate and Hawthorn View, which was included in the planning application in 1990, he reported that in a meeting with the Office of Public Works in March 2007 they advised the residents that the fence would be erected by Summer 2008. The administrator reported that the estate would be listed for taking in charge at the next meeting of Kildare County Council on 24 November 2008. An Cathaoirleach wished to make people aware of the stress and work load that the staff of the development control section are under due to the large volume of estates being taken in charge from management companies. I t was further reported that Mr J.P. Holligan had organised a meeting with the Office Of Public Works to discuss the erection of the fence. An Cathaoirleach thanked the representatives for attending the meeting and welcomed their pro-activeness and asked that the members and delegation be informed of any progress on this item. Councillor Byrne agreed with An Cathaoirleach’s comments.

Resolved: That the Planning department issue a formal response to the representatives

CE01/11/08

Matters arising from Minutes and Progress report

Deputation from Iarnrod Eireann

An Cathaoirleach asked if the roads department had received replies to the questions asked of Mr Gary Keegan of Iarnrod Eireann at the October meeting, Mr. Page was not aware if replies were received but assured the members that he would look into the matter and revert back to the committee at the next area meeting.

Resolved: That the roads department report on this item at the December meeting.

CE10/07/08

Speed Ramps on the Willowbrook/Agards Road

Councillor Byrne reported that the speed ramps are now in place and wished to commend the roads department on their valiant efforts.

CE15/07/08

Traffic Management at Straffan National School
Councillor Byrne reported that the meeting with the roads safety officer to progress this item had taken place following the last area meeting.

CE06/09/08

Provision of footpath at Donaghcomper graveyard

An Cathaoirleach wished to acknowledge the completion of the footpath at this location.

CE15/09/08

Concrete pipes on Maynooth road, Celbridge.

It was reported at the October meeting that a warning letter was issued to Aldi and a response received by Kildare County Council, the planning department were dissatisfied with the reply and have since issued another letter to Aldi, and a reply has yet to be received.

An Cathaoirleach reported that there is no sign of pipes being removed yet and asked that the planning department pursue Aldi and that the members receive a progress report on this item at the December meeting.

Resolved: That the planning department report on this item at the next meeting.

CE07/10/08

Pedestrian crossing on Maynooth Road

The members disussed Councillor Byrnes motion that a pedestrian crossing be provided on the Maynooth Road, Celbridge adjacent to the back exit from Castletown estate, to facilitate the school children and students who need to cross there to catch the bus to Maynooth and requested that this matter be examined under the Traffic Management Plan.

CE03/11/08

Heritage Arch

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Byrne:

That the council now take urgent action to secure and protect the Heritage Arch opposite house 178 Walled Gardens, Castletown, Celbridge which has been vandalised and damaged and which has become a venue for anti-social behaviour.

The planning department reported that the structure is included as an item of architectural, artistic or historic interest worthy of preservation refer table 3.1, reference IP 1 of the Celbridge Development Plan 2002.  This area has been taken in charge by Kildare County Council. In light of the above, it would appear appropriate that an engineering assessment be carried out with a view to outlining works, which may be necessary to repair and make safe the structure. This survey and report should be done in conjunction with the conservation officer to ensure that such works maintain the character of the structure and are carried out to best conservation practice. A condition survey may be required in this regard. In light of concerns regarding the stability of the structure the motion should also be referred to the director of public safety, the area engineer and leisure services for report. Councillor Byrne stated that that the Arch is very historic and needs to be protected by a fence, he also reported that residents are eager to have a fence erected due to the anti social behaviour taking place in and around the Arch.

Resolved: That the planning department investigate this matter further.

CE04/11/08

Traffic Management Plan at temporary National School

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Byrne:

That the council now enforce the Traffic Management Plan submitted by the school authorities when applying for planning permission reference number 07/2031 for the temporary National School (Saint Patrick’s) at the G.A.A. grounds at Hazelhatch Road, Celbridge and in particular the pedestrian access from the adjoining land at Willow Avenue, Primrose Gate, Celbridge in the interest of the pupils safety.

The roads department reported that no Traffic Management Plan was submitted as part of the application for this development.  Condition 43 of the grant of permission states "The applicant shall submit a traffic management plan for the proposed development prior to the commencement of development. This traffic management plan shall identify measures to ensure that indiscriminate car parking relating to the school does not occur in Willow Avenue. To date this Traffic Management Plan has not been received by the Transportation Department.  The Planning Department has confirmed that they have made contact with the developer in this instance and requested that this plan be submitted without delay.  With regard to the pedestrian access, it is required that this item will be addressed within the Traffic Management Plan. Councillor Byrne read a report outlining the potential dangers that would occur should the developer not submit a T.M.P., An Cathaoirleach asked if any extra planning conditions were required of the developer due to the nature of the development. The administrator informed the members that the developer is entirely responsible for submitting the T.M.P. 

Resolved: That the planning department make contact with Councillor Byrne to discuss this item, and issue a report for the December meeting.

CE05/11/08

Bollards at Old Square, Saint Patrick’s Park

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Byrne:

That the Council provide bollards at the entrance to the Old Square in Saint Patrick’s Park, Celbridge house numbers 628 to 633, this is being used as a skid surface by boy racers and that the fact that a number of senior citizens reside in this area be taken into account.

The area engineer reported that there was no funding available for these works currently. Councillor Byrne asked that this matter be investigated further and that bollards be installed to discourage dangerous driving in the area of the Old Square.

Resolved: That the roads department revisit this item with the intention of installing the required bollards.

CE06/11/08

Pedestrian lights for Thornhill Meadows

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Conway:

That pedestrian lights be put in place on the Agards Road in the Thornhill Meadows area.

The traffic management section reported that there is no revenue funding currently available for the provision of signalised crossings in the county.

Resolved: That report be noted.
CE07/11/08

Traffic calming at St John of Gods

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Conway:

That traffic calming measures be put in place on the Clane Road at St John of Gods.

It was reported that the chief technician would make contact with Councillor Conway to discuss this matter.

Resolved: That report be noted.

CE08/11/08

Footpath repairs, Main Street, Celbridge

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Conway:

That the footpaths on Main Street in Celbridge be repaired.

The area engineer reported to the committee that some upgrading of the footpath in the area of the Parochial House is being carried out under the Deficiency in Infrastructure Grant.  Unfortunately there is currently no funding for any other improvements.

Resolved: That report be noted.

CE09/11/08

Landscaping at Tesco, Shackleton Road

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Ridge:

That a costing be provided for the November meeting for the provision of landscaping and appropriate bollards at the Tesco end of the Shackleton Road (both sides) which will be funded by my discretionary grant.

The area engineer reported that this involved repairing some kerbs, laying some concrete and tactile paving, providing pedestrian railing and installing wooden bollards at a cost of €23,500. An Cathaoirleach stated that costing for the works was costly but requested that they be completed from her discretionary funds as the infrastructure is badly damaged due to the large volume of heavy goods vehicles mounting the pavements to gain entry to the supermarket.

Resolved: That An Cathaoirleach’s discretionary funds be used to complete the necessary works.

The Mayor, Senan Griffin joined the meeting at this stage, and as a quorum was then present the committee went in to a formal session.

CE10/11/08

Formal Session2
Dublin Transport Authority

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Ridge:

That the Director of Services for roads department enquire of the Minister for Transport what number of local elected representatives is proposed for the Dublin Transportation Authority and how will the representation (by councillors) of the different local authorities be determined. 

The members were advised that the Director of Services had written to the Minister for Transport and would revert to the committee when a response is received. Councillor Byrne asked if this would be a prescribed body. An Cathaoirleach raised concerns in relation to local representatives from Kildare County Council gaining membership on this committee and asked that this issue be discussed at the next meeting of Kildare County Council.

Resolved: That this item be discussed at the next meeting of Kildare County Council.
CE11/11/08

Regulated parking system, Celbridge

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Byrne:

To ask the council the amount of money that has been realised from the regulated parking system in Celbridge, the amount that has been paid off the capital cost of the scheme and when it is expected that there will be a net gain to be ring fenced for all transportation issues in the Celbridge area?

The roads department reported that a detailed report responding to Councillor Byrne’s question had been circulated to the Celbridge Area Committee members separately. 

Resolved: That a more detailed report be issued for the December meeting.

CE12/11/08

Skid testing on Maynooth Road

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Byrne:

To ask the council if they will arrange as a matter of urgency for the Gardai to carry out skid tests on the Maynooth Road, Celbridge between the Beatty Grove entrance and Aldi supermarket given the number of crashes that has taken place at this location?

The Road Safety Officer reported that the Gardai carried out a skid test at this location, on Tuesday, 4 November 2008.  The written report from An Garda Siochana has not yet been received. Councillor Byrne asked that the roads department contact the Gardai to receive a report for the next meeting.

Resolved: That the roads department issue a progress report for the next meeting.

CE13/11/08

Pedestrian Lights on Hazelhatch Road

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Ridge:

What is the delay in activating the pedestrian lights on the Hazelhatch Road? please set out in a written report when these lights will be commissioned.

It was reported that the delay in activating the signals was due to a problem with obtaining a power supply to the location of the crossing. The traffic management centre staff pursued the issue and the signals are now commissioned.

Resolved: That report be noted.
CE14/11/08

Completion of Footpath, Dublin Road, Celbridge

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Ridge:

Given that the ESB pole has now been recessed, when will the footpath on the Dublin Road be completed?

The roads department reported that this is being attended to at present.

Resolved: That report be noted.

CE15/11/08

Closure of right of way, Crodaun Forest Park

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Ridge:

What is the current position on the status of the outstanding issues around the closed right of way at Crodaun Forest Park, Celbridge, which matter has been with the roads department for a considerable time now?

It was reported that Kildare County Council extinguished a right of way at Crodaun Forest Park, Celbridge.  Residents in the estate then requested a piece of land to be transferred to their ownership.  The Council had no objection, however the land was not in Council ownership.  As the developer of the estate had gone into liquidation the ownership of the land reverted to the state.  The transportation department has written to the Chief State Solicitors office with a view to having the legal issues finalised, however this is a slow process and no response has, as yet, been received. An Cathaoirleach was unhappy with this report and questioned the delay, she also requested that the Director of Services be involved to progress this item, as the closed right of way had been very problematic for the residents of Crodaun Forrest Park for the past 5 years.

Resolved: That the roads department progress with this item, and report to the members at the December meeting.

CE16/11/08

Flood alleviation in Ardclough, Celbridge and Straffan

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Conway:
Can the committee have an update on the flood alleviation carried out in Ardclough and what works are in progress or planned for Celbridge and Straffan?

It was reported that the roads area office has recently completed some extensive pipeline works in Ardclough Village (from the Church to the Railway on the Celbridge Road), with a view to alleviating flooding in the village area.  Further works required in the Ardclough area, as identified in the "Ardclough Flood Alleviation Scheme - 2002" will be addressed as part of the Water Services Flood Alleviation Capital Programme in the forthcoming Capital Budget.The water services section, are finalising a Flood Alleviation Report for the Toni River catchment in Celbridge, from the Pickering Forest to the Celbridge Main Street. It was hoped to have this report ready for issue at this meeting, however, the complex nature of the Toni River catchment, including various historical diversions of the channel, have led to a requirement for additional surveying of the river and the area contributing to the river's flow.  It is now planned to have this report, together with recommendations, available for circulation to the Celbridge area committee within the next month.  In the interim, the possibility of carrying out a cleaning programme at the Toni rivers outfall to the Liffey will be explored.

In relation to Straffan, the recommendations of the "Assessment of Surface Water Drainage for Straffan, Co. Kildare - 2002" were delivered as part of the Straffan Sewerage Scheme.  The works have successfully prevented a re-occurrence of flooding at the southern end of the village.

Resolved: That report be noted.

CE17/11/08

Bollard and cobblelock in Straffan Village

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Byrne:

To ask the council to put back the bollard that was knocked down a year ago at Moodys house, Straffan Village and repair the cobble lock outside the new shop that was dug up by maintenance crew when repairing the leaking water main?

The water services department reported that they carried out works in the vicinity and effected reinstatement that has since given cause for repair. Water services will return and carry out a full reinstatement of the cobble lock paving and replace the bollard mentioned. This work will be programmed for the earliest possible date and the members will be kept informed as appropriate.

Resolved: That report be noted.
CE18/11/08

Other Business

Speed Limit Review – Councillor Byrne requested an update on this matter, Ms Kavanagh said that she would revert back to the committee with an update.

Second school warden – An Cathaoirleach reported that there was currently a problem with employing an additional school warden due to a health and safety issues at the required location, she asked that this be inspected by the roads safety officer and that the necessary line marking and crossing be put in place as soon as possible. 

The meeting concluded.

1 As only two councillors were present they met in an informal session.


2 The proceedings from this point onwards are recorded in Minutes of the meeting, qv.





Page 10 of 10

